
Disciples of Christ abiding in the understandable truth of God’s word that sets you free (John 8:31-32).

Timaru church of Christ

These flow charts show the importance of the conjunction word “and” that grammar rules state: “is used as a 
function word to indicate connection or addition especially of items within the same class or type ; used to join 
sentence elements of the same grammatical rank or function” [Merriam Webster’s Online Dictionary].

In each instance below the verbs are joined as they have the same function that leads to salvation (subject).

Mark 16:16 “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. “

Acts 2:38 “Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.”

Acts 3:19 “Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing 
shall come from the presence of the Lord”

Acts 22:16 “And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the 
Lord.”

We are being constantly told, albeit by sincere people, that there is nothing a soul may do for salvation because it 
would otherwise be “salvation by works” that supposedly Paul said we cannot be party to (cf, Ephesians 2:8). Yet it 
is patently obvious that in each of the above scriptures two verbs [“verb”, “word that characteristically is the 
grammatical centre of a predicate and expresses an act, occurrence, or mode of being, that in various languages is 
inflected for agreement with the subject, for tense, for voice, for mood, or for aspect” Merriam Webster’s Online 
Dictionary] are employed in conjunction to agree with the subject of salvation. Yes, action is required by lost souls 
if they are to be saved.

Are you now sufficiently puzzled? Do you want to know more? Perhaps you might like to get to the bottom of this 
works salvation inconsistency and don’t, for instance, understand why Paul says we are not saved by works of merit 
(Ephesians 2:8) and James says, “...by works a man is justified...” (James 2:24). See the website for details where 
you may contact me and let’s have a friendly discussion.
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