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Isaiah thru Daniel 

 

Isaiah 1:18 

 Our study will take us on a brief journey through each of the books of the Bible. 

 Our aim: To impart perspective and the key to each book. 

 Our construction: Key word; key verse; Key to Christ. 

Isaiah 
A. Means: Yesha’yahu which means Yahweh is Salvation. 

a. Clearly the work of an educated man connected to people in power. 

b. Time period 740-680 BC. Beginning at the end of Uzziah‟s reign through to King Hezekiah 

c. Isaiah is said to be the Old Testament Paul writing a miniature bible filled with judgements upon immoral 

and idolatrous men over an 80 year period. He warned them of the Assyrian captivity and the Babylonian 

conflict even thoughj the latter was not even a force to be reakoned with. He even names a man 150 years 

before he is even born (Cyrus Isa.44:28) who will be instrumental in the return of the remmnat. 

d. His contention is to “reason together” with the Lord‟s word but, like today, the contention fell on deaf 

ears. His end, according to tradition, is that he was sawed in half during Manasseh‟s reign (cf., 

Heb.11:37). 

B. Keys to Isaiah: 

a. Key word: Salvation is the Lord. The word salvation appears 26 times (Chap. 1-39 man‟s need; 40-66 

God‟s provision of salvation). 

b. Key Verses: Isaiah 9:6, 7 and 53:6 

c. Key Chapter: Psalm 53 the prophecy and picture of the suffering servant, Jesus. 

d. Key to Christ: Prophecy of condemnation of sin yet the chance to put it right with comfort of hope 

knowing the suffering servant paid the penalty (Isa.53:6 “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have 

turned everyone to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.” 

Jeremiah 

A. Means: Yahweh throws. 

a. Author is Jeremiah as 1:1 states “The words of Jeremiah”. 

b. The theme is one of lamenting the apathetic choices Judah was making toward God and His word. 

c. His warnings go largely unheeded but he likens his preaching to that of having fire shut up in his bones 

that he cannot extinguish (Jer.20:9). The word “fire” can be found in 38 verses that is in reference to the 

punishment the disobedient will suffer. 

d. He is called to service during the reign of Josiah, the last good king of Judah and preaches to a people who 

wallow in apostasy and moral decay. They are people who would rather listen to the smooth words of 

dreamers who say not to listen to doomsayers such as Jeremiah (seems nothing has changed much over 

the years). 

B. Keys to Jeremiah: 

a. Key word: Judah‟s last hour. 

b. Key verses: Jer.7:23, 24 “But this command I gave them: 'Obey my voice, and I will be your God, and 

you shall be my people. And walk in all the way that I command you, that it may be well with you.' But 

they did not obey or incline their ear, but walked in their own counsels and the stubbornness of their evil 

hearts, and went backward and not forward.” 

c. Key chapter: Chapter 31 The future bids well despite the nation‟s disobedience for in it contains the 

promise of a new covenant v.31ff that plays out upon the death and resurrection of Christ. 

d. Key to Christ: Christ is the coming Shepherd and Branch who “shall reign and proper and execute 

judgement and righteousness in the earth”.  

Lamentations 

A. Means: Hebrew title meant “Ah, how”; Greek means „Dirges” ; Latin means Tears or laments. 

a. The author is unnamed although consensus would say Jeremiah is tearful at Judah‟s demise. 

b. The theme is the destruction of Jerusalem (Chap.1); God‟s anger (2); Mercy prayer (3); Jerusalem‟s siege 

(4) and Restoration (5). 

c. The time is during Jeremiah‟s life at the time of Nebuchadnezzar‟s siege 588-586 BC. 

B. Keys to Nehemiah: 

a. Key word: Lamentations at Jerusalem‟s waste, sinful behaviour and hopeful restoration. 

b. Key verses: Lam.3:22,23 “The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; his mercies never come to an 

end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness”. 

c. Key chapter: Chapter 3 in the midst of ruin there is still hope in the promises of God‟s mercy to those who 

repent. 

d. Key to Christ: Christ would weep over the ones who killed the prophets in Matt.23:37, 38. 
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Ezekiel 

A. Means: God strengthens 

a. Like Jeremiah, he was a priest and therefore from the tribe of Levi. He is, without doubt, the author. 

b. The theme features three stages of Ezekiel‟s life in Babylonian captivity 605-586 BC of which he was 

sent during the third stage in 597 BC. He was contemporary with Daniel and the last years of Jeremiah. 

c. The commission of Ezekiel (1-3); Judgement upon Judah because of false teachers within (4-24); 

Judgement upon the Gentiles who gloated over Judah‟s plight (25-32); The eventual restoration of Israel 

which culminates in a vision of a specifically reconstructed city, temple and land (33-48). For 22 years he 

railed against the Hebrews for not taking the prophecy of Jeremiah seriously and that they would not 

return until they fulfilled their punishment. A punishment due to infidels being responsible for their own 

sins (Ezekiel 18 et al). 

B. Keys to Ezekiel: 

a. Key word: Future restoration – 43:2 “the glory of the God of Israel came the way of the east”. 

b. Key verses: Ezekiel 18:20-22 “The soul who sins shall die. The son shall not suffer for the iniquity of the 

father, nor the father suffer for the iniquity of the son. The righteousness of the righteous shall be upon 

himself, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon himself. But if a wicked person turns away from 

all his sins that he has committed and keeps all my statutes and does what is just and right, he shall surely 

live; he shall not die. None of the transgressions that he has committed shall be remembered against him; 

for the righteousness that he has done he shall live.” 

c. Key chapter: Chapter 37 the hope of restoration in the vision of the valley of dry bones that outlines clear 

steps of Israel‟s revival. 

d. Key to Christ: Ezekiel 17:22-24 depicts Christ as the tender twig to become the stately cedar on a lofty 

mountain. 

Daniel  
A. Means: God is my judge. 

a. The author is Daniel 12:4 “But you, Daniel, shut up the words and seal the book, until the time of the 

end.” 

b. The time is set during the Babylonian Exile 605-536 BC. Daniel and his three friends, Shadrach, Meshach 

and Abednego (Chaldean names given) are a contingent of educated captives who would serve the 

intellectual library of Nebuchadnezzar and Darius‟ kingdom. They become trusted and valuable members 

of the court. The troubles that beset them are famous for their deep set faith in God to deliver. 

c. The personal history of Daniel (Ch.1); the prophecy for the gentile kingdom and Christ‟s church (Ch.2-7); 

the prophecy concerning Israel that includes the Messiah‟s timeline in chapter 9 (Ch.8-12). 

B. Keys to Daniel: 

a. Key word: God‟s programme for Israel. An encouragement to the Jews in exile to trust and have faith that 

no matter what betides them God is in control. 

b. Key verses: 2:20-22, 44 “"Blessed be the name of God forever and ever, to whom belong wisdom and 

might. He changes times and seasons; he removes kings and sets up kings; he gives wisdom to the wise 

and knowledge to those who have understanding; he reveals deep and hidden things; he knows what is in 

the darkness, and the light dwells with him.” (v.44) “And in the days of those kings the God of heaven 

will set up a kingdom that shall never be destroyed, nor shall the kingdom be left to another people. It 

shall break in pieces all these kingdoms and bring them to an end, and it shall stand forever.” 

c. Key chapter: Chapter 9 the prophecy of seventy weeks that gives the timeline for the Messiah to come and 

establish His kingdom. 490 years later Christ appears and concludes His ministry upon the cross and the 

eventual conception of His church in Acts 2. 

d. Key to Christ: That His kingdom would stand forever (Dan.2:44) and the prophecy of His timeline for that 

kingdom to take place is evident in Chapter 9. 


