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Hosea thru Jonah 

 

Hosea 4:6 

 Our study will take us on a brief journey through each of the books of the Bible. 

 Our aim: To impart perspective and the key to each book. 

 Our construction: Key word; key verse; Key to Christ. 

Hosea 

A. Means: Salvation – the name is derived from the same root word as Joshua and Jesus. 

a. 1:1 clearly indicates Hosea is the author being very familiar with the Northern Kingdom. 

b. Time period 755-710 BC. A period of relative prosperity but it would come to an end when the Assyrians 

gained great power to overrun what would become known as Samaria, in Jesus’ day. 

c. Essentially Hosea is called by God to prophesy the coming captivity by the Assyrians. He is the Jeremiah 

of the North. 

d. Hosea’s marriage will serve to illustrate the plight of Israel. His wife Gomer runs after other men; Israel 

runs after other gods. The unfaithful wife vs. faithful husband (1-3); the unfaithful nation vs. the faithful 

God (4-14). 

B. Keys to Hosea: 

a. Key word: Faithful love for Israel; judgement for adultery. 

b. Key Verses: 4:1 “Hear the word of the LORD, O children of Israel, for the LORD has a controversy with 

the inhabitants of the land. There is no faithfulness or steadfast love, and no knowledge of God in the 

land” Hos.11:7 “My people are bent on turning away from me, and though they call out to the Most High, 

he shall not raise them up at all.” 

c. Key Chapter: Chapter 4 “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge” (4:6). 

d. Key to Christ: Christ knows our plight and seeks desperately to redeem man just as Hosea redeemed 

Gomer from the slave market (3:2). 

Joel 

A. Means: Yahweh is God i.e. Persuaded by God”. 

a. Author is Joel the son of Pethuel (1:1) NB: there are several Joel’s mentioned in the Bible. 

b. The theme is one of repentance for that was Joel’s message. As he nowhere mentions the northern 

kingdom and as there are no mention of kings of Israel then it is safe to assume this was written after 

722BC and certainly the mention of the Babylonian captives return (3:1-2) indicates this deals with a 

postexilic period for Israel. 

c. He seems to share much information with Amos the country preacher and so it appears Joel is a city 

preacher dealing with times after the purging of Baal worship as it is not mentioned. 

B. Keys to Joel: 

a. Key word: Day of the Lord’s judgement both past and future. It seems the locust plague illustrates this 

and calls attention to the need to call on the name of the Lord to be saved (2:32). 

b. Key verses: 2:11 “The LORD utters his voice before his army, for his camp is exceedingly great; he who 

executes his word is powerful. For the day of the LORD is great and very awesome; who can endure it?” 

and 2:28, 29 as quoted by Peter on Pentecost “And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my 

Spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, and 

your young men shall see visions…” 

c. Key chapter: Chapter 2 the call for Judah to repent and if so the Lord will bless ultimately all the way to 

Pentecost in Acts 2:16ff. 

d. Key to Christ: The prospective Christ and His church as per Acts 2:16ff.  

Amos 

A. Means: To lift a burden, to carry. 

a. The author is Amos because of the first person “I” in 7:14. 

b. The theme is the an attack on the administrations greed, injustice and self-righteousness in Israel. The 

country preacher (“herdsman” 7:14). There are eight prophecies, three sermons, five visions and five 

promises of judgement ending in the promise to restore the land and people. 

c. The time is during “the days of Uzziah King of Judah. He reigned 767-739 BC. His lesson was after 

Obadiah but just before Hosea, Micah and Isaiah. 

B. Keys to Amos: 

a. Key word: Judgement of Israel. 

b. Key verses: 3:1-2 “Hear this word that the LORD has spoken against you, O people of Israel, against the 

whole family that I brought up out of the land of Egypt: "You only have I known of all the families of the 

earth; therefore I will punish you for all your iniquities. 
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c. Key chapter: Chapter 9 the restoration of Israel in line with the covenant that promised the fulfilment of 

the Messiah. 

d. Key to Christ: Christ is found throughout the book with authority to judge (1:1-9:10) and restore (9:11-

15). 

Obadiah 

A. Means: Worshipper of Yahweh 

a. It is difficult to pin down which of the 13 Obadiah’s mentioned in the Bible is the author. The time is also 

fraught with some difficulty although the Edomites who are central to the theme are those who were 

forced out by the Nabateans (living in the famed Petra) and were then called Idumeans from which the 

Herod family descended from and attempted murdering Jesus. There are no kings or historical events to 

act as time markers but just conjecture that this prophesy was issued c. 840 BC 

b. The theme in a very short book of just 21 verses is the condemnation of Edom for their arrogance 

regarding being unconquered on Mt Seir and their no compassionate stand regarding their kinsman [Edom 

descended from Esau] Israel at being overthrown by foreigners. 

c. The consolation for Israel is that they would eventually possess the Edomite land plus Philistia. 

B. Keys to Obadiah: 

a. Key word: Judgement upon Edom 

b. Key verses: 10and 21 “Because of the violence done to your brother Jacob, shame shall cover you, and 

you shall be cut off forever” and “Saviors shall go up to Mount Zion to rule Mount Esau, and the kingdom 

shall be the LORD's” 

c. Key chapter: Et al. 

d. Key to Christ: Christ is the Judge of all men and woe betide anyone that gloats over another’s misfortune 

or tramples underfoot in aloof way. 

Jonah  
A. Means: Dove. 

a. The author is Jonah a prophet from Galilee. He is mentioned in II Kings 14:25 as a prophet under 

Jeroboam II. (He hails from Tarshish, same town as Paul Acts 9:11) 

b. The time is set during the Jeroboam II reign 782-753 BC. The theme is a message of repentance to the 

gentiles - Jonah 1:2 "Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and call out against it, for their evil has come up 

before me." 

c. Considered to be the bigot prophet for his stubborn refusal to attend the mission set before him by God he; 

nonetheless, walked from one side of Nineveh to the other for three days preaching the message to repent 

to a people, Assyrians, who are notoriously wicked and brutal (one of the protestations Jonah tried to use 

in order not to go. He is, of course, historically famous for surviving three days and nights in the belly of 

the big fish then being spat out on Assyrian shores to do his job. 

B. Keys to Jonah: 

a. Key word: Revival in Nineveh. 

b. Key verses: 2:8 “Those who pay regard to vain idols forsake their hope of steadfast love. But I with the 

voice of thanksgiving will sacrifice to you; what I have vowed I will pay. Salvation belongs to the 

LORD!"”; 4:2 “And he prayed to the LORD and said, "O LORD, is not this what I said when I was yet in 

my country? That is why I made haste to flee to Tarshish; for I knew that you are a gracious God and 

merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, and relenting from disaster. 

c. Key chapter: Chapter 3 The great revival of Nineveh “they turned from their evil way; and God relented 

from the disaster that He had said He would bring upon them, and He did not do it” (3:10).. 

d. Key to Christ: “Matt.12:39-41 “"An evil and adulterous generation seeks for a sign, but no sign will be 

given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. For just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the 

belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. The 

men of Nineveh will rise up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, for they repented at the 

preaching of Jonah, and behold, something greater than Jonah is here. 


