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Micah thru Zephaniah 

 

Micah 6:8 

 Our study will take us on a brief journey through each of the books of the Bible. 

 Our aim: To impart perspective and the key to each book. 

 Our construction: Key word; key verse; Key to Christ. 

Micah 

A. Means: One who is like Yahweh. 

a. Micah 3:8 “I am full of power by the Spirit of God” (1
st
 person proof of authorship). 

b. The first verse indicates he prophesied during the reign of Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah (739-686 BC). 

c. He was contempory with Hosea in the north and rubbed shoulders with Isaiah in Jerusalem. 

d. Micah is looking out for the ordinary folk in a time of social injustice. The hierarchy were taking 

advantage of the poor for selfish ends (it appears nothing has changed in that regard, today). The corrupt 

will get their comeuppance with the guilty verdict from the Lord resulting in Babylonian captivity and 

after that the Lord “will have compassion on us” (7:19). 

B. Keys to Micah: 

a. Key word: Judgement and restoration for one third is dedicated to the specific sins of Israel such as 

bribery, exploitation, cheating etc.; a third deals with judgement; the final third with consolation and hope. 

b. Key Verses: 6:8 “He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you but to do 

justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?” 

c. Key Chapter: 6-7 the call to duty to exercise judgement upon a people who have disregarded God’s 

standard of judgement to a standard of unscrupulousness. 

d. Key to Christ: Micah 5:2 prophesy of the site of Christ’s birth, “Bethlehem” the ultimate ruler of Israel 

and the world. 

Nahum 

A. Means: A shortened form of Nehemiah it means “Comfort”. 

a. Author is Nahum a native of Elkosh (1:1) meaning he was a prophet to Judah. 

b. The theme is looking toward the fall of Assyria in favour of Babylon putting his time before 612 BC. 

Nineveh’s siege is forecast in chapter 2 and deservedly so for as chapter three describes this nation as 

cruel, corrupt and godless. This indicates the slide into abject depravity since the preaching of Jonah 100 

years before. The events prophesied are for the benefit of Judah so she may learn that they will suffer the 

same fate unless they repent. 

B. Keys to Nahum: 

a. Key word: Judgement of Nineveh despite its seemingly invincible state. 

b. Key verses: “The LORD is good, a stronghold in the day of trouble; he knows those who take refuge in 

him. But with an overflowing flood he will make a complete end of the adversaries, and will pursue his 

enemies into darkness” (1:7-8). 

c. Key chapter: Chapter 1Retribution for wickedness despite the overwhelming patience of the Lord (cf. 2 

Pt.3:9 “The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not 

wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.” 

d. Key to Christ: There are no direct prophesies concerning Jesus but the work of avenging and judging 

nations (1:2) fits His second appearance “since indeed God considers it just to repay with affliction those 

who afflict you, and to grant relief to you who are afflicted as well as to us, when the Lord Jesus is 

revealed from heaven with his mighty angels in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those who do not 

know God and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus” (II Thess.1:6-8).  

Habakkuk 

A. Means: To embrace. 

a. The author identifies himself in 1:1-3 with the 1
st
 person “I” and “me”. 

b. The theme is the wrestle he has with his faith in God. A dialogue ensues much the same as that which Job 

had. 

c. How his faith has come about and to whom it is attributed is seen in Hab.2:4 “his soul is not upright in 

him [Jer.10:23 “the way of man is not in himself; it is not in a man to direct his own steps”] but the just 

shall live by faith” [repeated by Paul in Rm.1:17 and explained fully in Rm.10:17]. 

B. Keys to Habakkuk: 

a. Key word: The saved are to live by faith. 

b. Key verses: 2:4 “the just shall live by faith”. 

c. Key chapter: Chapter 3 especially verses 17-19 which stands in contrast to the opening 1:2. 

d. Key to Christ: Salvation is based on faith in God derived through reading the word of Christ (Rm.10:17). 
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Zephaniah 

A. Means: Yahweh is hidden 

a. Born during Manasseh’s atrocities and a prophet from royal descent i.e. Hezekiah great, great grandson. 

b. The theme set around 630 BC is the coming Day of Judgment “Day of the Lord” upon Judah referring to 

the Babylonian captivity. It makes for grim reading right from 1:2 “’I will utterly consume all things from 

the face of the land’, says the Lord” 

c. There will be salvation but it will come upon the release of the remnant “’when I will return your captives 

before your eyes,’ says the Lord” (3:20) in 516 BC under Zerubbabel. 

B. Keys to Zephaniah: 

a. Key word: Day of the Lord after the call for repentance (2:1-3). 

b. Key verses: “The great day of the LORD is near, near and hastening fast; the sound of the day of the 

LORD is bitter; the mighty man cries aloud there” (1:14) – “Seek the LORD, all you humble of the land, 

who do his just commands; seek righteousness; seek humility; perhaps you may be hidden on the day of 

the anger of the LORD” (2:3) – The very same call goes forth today! 

c. Key chapter: Chapter 3 the Day of the Lord and the Restoration only after Israel’s conversion. 

d. Key to Christ: The grim reality of the Christ’s return and exercise judgement upon all men and “unless 

you repent, you will all likewise perish” (Luke 13:3,5). 

 


